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GREEN PILOT
ABOUT THE INITIATIVE

AVIATION ACTUAL CHALLENGES
CONTEXT

Social pressure

Since 2018, an anti-aircraft movement (Flygskam) led by the young and influential 
activist Greta Thunberg has been developing across Europe and America. More and 
more people are stopping flying to fight global warming. In Sweden, before Covid, 
this boycott would have caused a drop in traffic in 1 year according to the Swedish 
Transport Agency. 

Environmental pressure

All over the world, research teams are actively working to innovate and make 
aviation less polluting. However, it will still be years before these innovations 
appear on the market. In the meantime, there are already opportunities to reduce 
fuel burn and CO2 emissions by optimizing fleet operations. Aviation professionals 
are at the heart of this fight against climate change, they need to take the lead the 
change, and show the way towards more sustainable aviation.

Economic pressure

The economic crisis due to the pandemic is one of the strongest the world has 
ever experienced. It is very difficult times for all of us in the airline industry. and 
governmental pressure on taxes is increasing, constraining the sector to accelerate 
its transition. 

Our approach

If all airlines in the world were applying fuel efficiency practices on their 
flights, estimations show that they could prevent 20 to 50 million tons of 
carbon emissions! Analysis and support softwares are available to help 
pilots adopt the best possible eco-flying practices and reduce their carbon 
footprint, but every airline worker needs to be involved to enact real change.
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Informations about confidentiality

The information contained in this file or any other information revealed during discussions and 

negotiations about this project are the property of OpenAirlines and constitute strictly confidential 

information. The products and brands presented in this document are the intellectual property of 

OpenAirlines with all rights reserved. 

PROJECT HISTORY
ABOUT THE INITIATIVE

In 2018, the software developed by OpenAirlines to reduce the impact 

of air traffic on the planet, SkyBreathe®, was labeled a “Solar Impulse 

Efficient Solution”. This label, created by Bertrand Piccard, the initiator 

and visionary behind the Solar Impulse project, rewards innovative 

technical solutions that meet high standards of sustainability and 

profitability. 

Nevertheless, the environmental transition does not only involve 

technology. People are also at the heart of this process. As pressure 

is more and more important it requires them not just to act together, 

cooperate and show solidarity, but it also forces them to accelerate the 

transition to sustainable development. The Green Pilot project emerged 

from a conversation between the visionary innovator Bertrand Piccard 

and Alexandre Feray, OpenAirlines’ CEO. The objective behind the 

project was to federate airlines, pilots, and aviation enthusiasts around 

a common goal to accelerate the world’s transition to sustainable 

aviation through an eco-flying movement.

Bertrand Piccard is the official 

godfather of Green Pilot and actively 

supports Green Pilot.
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WHAT IS GREEN PILOT? 
ABOUT THE INITIATIVE

Objectives ot the movement

Building a large community gathering all pilots and airlines who are embracing 
pride of “going green”.

Strengthening synergies between members to promote green actions to make air 
travel as efficient and economical as it can be.

Raising awareness of the population the world aviation industry’s efforts for the 
environment.

Green Pilot’s objective is to encourage the world and the 

aviation industry to act for a more sustainable aviation. 

A global movement

Green Pilot is a global movement promoting and recognizing pilots’ and airlines’ 
efforts to make aviation a more sustainable industry. It unites airlines, pilots, and 
aviation enthusiasts around a common goal: to accelerate the world’s transition to 
sustainable aviation through a movement that promotes eco-flying. Members of 
this community will be easily recognizable, and they will be able to claim proudly “I 
am a Green Pilot” and share their positive actions publicly.

Global Actions

Green Pilot Movement: Community made of sustainability enthusiast pilots, 
airlines workers, and aviation lovers all engaged for a greener future of aviation. 
Green Pilot movement brings all these actors together and encourage them to 
exchange and share their advice and recommendations.

Green Pilot Conference: Big annual gathering of the community. The conference 
will be the major annual meeting of the movement. It will be an opportunity for 
the aviation industry, but also for airlines, pilots, innovators and users, to exchange 
and discuss actions and innovations to be implemented for a sustainable future for 
aviation. 

Green Pilot Certification: Rewards the world’s best airlines for their green policy 
and employee engagement.

Green Pilot Trophy: First global eco-flying challenge. This challenge will bring 
together airlines and pilots in order to save 50,000,000 kg of CO2 emissions from 
air transport in a given time (4 months). It will encourage key players to reduce the 
air traffic industry impact on the planet and it will expand environmental awareness 
and create new behaviors.
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I’m a #GreenPilot
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WHAT IS THE GREEN PILOT CERTIFICATION? 

The Green Pilot Certification was created to prove the reality 
of employee mobilization of an airline to sustainable aviation. 

It aims at highlighting the greenest airlines by assessing the alignment between 
green policy implemented in the airline, AND the degree of commitment of 
employees to this strategy. The Green Pilot Certification is given when a certain 
level of alignment is achieved.

What does it mean to be certified?

Receiving the Green Pilot Certification as an aircraft operator is a way to demonstrate 
that the environment is at the heart of your concerns and especially those of each 
of your collaborators. It is also the guarantee of being recognized by the aviation 
industry but also by the passengers as a major actor of sustainable aviation and as a 

leader in environmental preservation.

YOU BECOME CERTIFIED 

Congrats!! The certification is 
only given when a certain level of 

alignment is achieved.

INTERNAL USE 

It means that you are 
engaging all employees to 
create a green culture that 
builds company pride. Plus, 
by implementing green 
initiatives, you will achieve 
significant fuel savings 
while preserving the planet.

EXTERNAL USE 

Obtaining the label from a third party is 
proof of your environmental excellence 

and that all your teams are engaged in the 
implementation of your green fuel policy: 

you get recognition from the passengers.

With a worldwide reputation and a large community, the Green Pilot movement and 
its unique and independent certification will guarantee your airline the recognition 
of its environmental excellence and its commitments and efforts. This recognition 
validates strong levels of good environmental practices and the involvement of 
your whole organization to reach ambitious environmental objectives.

To ensure the seriousness of your company’s commitment, we have put in place 
strict criteria. Only companies that meet these ones are eligible for the certification. 
This is the assurance that you are among the most responsible and active airlines  in 
terms of sustainable aviation. 

Why being Certified? 

Being a pioneer 
Becoming Green Pilot Certified allows your airline to join the first international 
community of collective action for sustainable aviation and to be recognized for 
your environmental excellence.

Show your audience your support for environmental 
protection
- The Green Pilot organization will promote your certification (press, use cases, 
video interview, and social networks) to ensure that it is well known.
- You will be able to use the Green Pilot Certification logo on your communication 
supports (website, conference program...). 
- You will benefit from a promotional kit composed of various goodies allowing 
you to display your certification (badges, stickers, posters...).  
- You will be have the opportunity to testify at our annual conference during an 
official award ceremony in front of members, public and major players in the 
aviation industry.

Get access educational resources.
They will help you spread the fuel efficiency culture in your organization to reduce 
your fuel costs and CO2 emissions. 

Develop a green culture “people-centered” 
The certification will enhance employee satisfaction and help improve the feeling 
of belonging to your airline and attract the talents of tomorrow. 

Save more fuel while standing out from the competition. 
With the Green Pilot Certification, your company will stand out from the competition 
by showcasing its environmental excellence and commitment to sustainable 
aviation, enabling it to significantly reduce its fuel costs and CO2 emissions.
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HOW TO BECOME CERTIFIED? 
GET CERTIFIED AS AN AIRLINE

We only grant the Green Pilot Certification to airlines that are 
highly committed to reducing their carbon footprint and have 
already implemented several environmental strategies to ‘fly 
greener’. Airlines should also have engaged all their employees 
in their green policy.

Green Pilot evaluates the information you provide and make a certification 
decision based on 20 criteria divided into 4 categories:

Training 
Do you integrate fuel-saving best practices into pilots’ initial training/type rating?
Do you control fuel-saving proficiency during pilots’ recurrent training?
Do you organize a sustainability day/month to engage your collaborators on these 
topics?
Do you train dispatchers to eco-flying practices?
Do you train your maintenance engineers to eco-flying practices?

Practices  
Have you implemented or are implementing a fuel efficiency program across the 
airline organization?
Which best practices are already implemented? (industry best practices)
Do you monitor the best practices application and give feedback to the pilots?
Are the performances of eco-flying practices presented at the comex level at least 
once a year?
Have you set up a process for continuous improvement of best practice 
applications?

Communication
Do pilots communicate to the passengers the consumption of the aircraft in a way 
that can be understood by the general public (e.g., l / pax/km).
Do pilots communicate to the passengers on the best practice they applied on 
their flight.
Do you integrate and publish a Corporate Social Responsibility Report (CSR)
Do you propose presentations/webinars on your environmental impact/
engagement?
Do you regularly send communications on eco-flying best practices and green 
aviation to your pilots?

Eco-system 
Do you discuss on a regular basis on environmental best 
practices with ATC authorities? 
Do you develop environmental projects with other players 
in the aeronautics industry (OEMs, suppliers, ATC, airports, 
etc.)?
Do you participate in collaborative R&D projects on eco-
flight practices? 
Do you voluntarily offset your carbon footprint beyond legal 
requirements?
Do you use sustainable aviation fuels?
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OUR OFFER
GET CERTIFIED AS AN AIRLINE

Permission to use the logo: Use the certification logo on your external 
and internal communication supports  and website to highlight your 
sustainable actions.

Welcome Kit: Through a communication kit we help you to communicate 
a clear and credible message to your stakeholders and customers at every 
stage of your commitment.

Press Release: Preparation of a press release announcing your certification 
and highlighting your commitment and environmental excellence.

Award ceremony:  receive your trophy attesting your certification, the 
year you ecome officialy certified, during an event where other airline 
professionals will be present.

Third Party Evaluation: Have your operational environmental excellence 
recognized and certified by an independent organization.

Printed Decarbonizing Aviation Booklet: Receive copies of this publication 
that will help you spread a fuel efficiency culture within your airlines.

Printed Green Airline Fuel Book: Receive copies of this publication that will 
help you spread a fuel efficiency culture within your airlines.

E-learning course: Offer your employees and pilots a training on eco-flying 
best practices.

Optional Green Pilot Day: Organization on-site of a conference day for your 
teams
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Who are we?

ABOUT OPENAIRLINES
ABOUT US

Based on the fact that every year, nearly 660 million tons of CO2 are emitted 
by aircrafts worldwide, which means more than 20,000 kilos of CO2 per second, 
OpenAirlines has decided to act by developing innovative solutions to help airlines 
reduce their costs and their environmental impact environmental impact.

Created and based in Toulouse since 2006, OpenAirlines launched its SkyBreathe® 
eco-flying software after 7 years of R&D. Based on Big Data algorithms and the use 
of artificial intelligence, this software automatically analyzes the numerous data 
available on aircraft black boxes to assess the fuel efficiency of flights and make 
recommendations to reduce fuel consumption and CO2 emissions for airlines. 

SkyBreathe® is today the most advanced eco-flying solution in the world. Its active 
community includes more than 48 airlines worldwide, including Transavia, Malaysia 
Airlines Airlines, Norwegian, Cebu Pacific, flydubai and Atlas Air. 
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YOUR CONTACTS

+33 6 71 08 31 31

+33 5 31 61 40 20

Clea Sarrus
Project Leader

Solveig Moisan
Head of marketing and communication

+33 5 31 61 52 10

+33 7 86 27 43 80

solveig.moisan@openairlines.com

clea.sarrus@openairlines.com

By taking part in this initiative, you will show your audiences your 
commitment to the environment, but above all, you will help accelerate 
the world’s transition to sustainable aviation.

Congrats!

Floriane Forc
Upsell Director EMEA & APAC

+33 6 35 71 46 03 

floriane.forc@openairlines.com

Olivier Paillot
Regional Account Director Americas

+14388677650

olivier.paillot@openairlines.com



31 rue Alsace Lorraine, 

31000 Toulouse

FRANCE


